FUIPMPIU 



IMFIIPPIMP 



SACO 

SLAVIC AMERICAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 



Fall-Winter 2015 
Vol #4 


THE KALIFORNSKI 


SACO 


To inform and educate Slavic 
Americans, as irell as others, of 
(he Slavic Culture 
and History 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Treasurer’s Report Pg 2 

Christmas Dinner Pg 2 

July BBQ Pg 3 

Event Review 

Student Ambassador Pg 4 
& Exchange Program 

Travels with Luci Pg 5 

Guest Article Pg 6 

General Pg 7 

Membership & Elections 
Notice 


“YACO History” 
Scries 




From Our President: Christina Justus 

Hello SACO Members, 

Our July picnic was a great success. Everyone had a good time and the raf¬ 
fle did well. It was very nice to have Mr. Tomislav Vlahutin, the Consul General of 
Croatia as our guest. He expressed a desire to attend more of our events, when pos¬ 
sible. 

Watsonville Mayor, Dr. Nancy A. Bilicich presented SACO with a 
proclamation acknowledging our 36 years of sendee to the community. That was an 
honor to accept. We should all be very proud. It couldn’t have happened without 
all of you, past and present. 

SACO now has a Student Ambassador & Exchange Program, which you 
will read about in this issue and of which 1 am vey excited about. I am also 
looking forward to the holidays and seeing you at the Christmas dinner. 

Until then, 

Christina Justus 
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New SACO Lapel Pins 
available for purchase 
1 = $ 6.00 
2 = $ 10.00 
Please contact: 

Nikole Simmons 
at 

slavicamericanculturalorg.com 

They would make great 
Christmas gifts! 


L-R: Consul General of Croatia, 
Tomislav Vlahutin, Watsonville 
Police Chief, Manny Solano and 
business owner, Zarko Rndich 


Counsel General of Croatia, 
Tomislav Vlahutin addressing the 
guests at the July BBQ 


Mayor and SACO member, Nancy 
Bilicich presenting proclamation to 
SACO President, Christina Justus. 


AUDIO TECH PEOPLE NEEDED! 

SACO is looking for individuals interested in 
learning to be Audio Techs for our yearly events. 
Equipment is available to use for training 
purposes and for use at events. Please contact 
Mark Hager at mcbaeer@email.com if you would 
like to help. 


PLACE YOUR AD IN THE 
NEWSLETTER 

We would love to have you advertise your business and help 
support SACO while doing so. The rate for a regular size 
card is $50.00 per issue. Anything larger can be discussed. 
Please send to GeriAnne Solano-Simmons at 19 Easton 
Road, Watsonville, CA 95076, 
TomandGerinnm-@aol.com or, call (831) 724-1967 if you 
have additional questions. 
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SACO 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


Prepared by: Susan Radin Gallagher 


New and Returning Members 

173 memberships in SACO 



Jolene Vukasovich 
Scott & Dana Lovell 
Greg Caput Family 
Mary Ann St. Peter 
Nancy Bilicich 
Ari Parker Family 
Peter Radin Jr. 

Todd & Tara Hager 
Mark & Rachel Hager 
Anthony & Sonia Banovac 
Nick Marinovich 
Paul & Katherine Rosenbaum 


Treasurer’s Report: as of 9/15/15 

Checking Account Balance: $9,819.54 

including July 12th BBQ Profit: $4,226.82 
(289 adults & 8 children attended) 

Scholarship Account Balance: $355.00 

Scholarship Fund Donations: 

Katherine Pervetich Rosenbaum 

In Honor of Geneva Mchl: 

Besime Borovac 


In Memory of Donaid F. Melton, Sr. and Lucy Sclak: 
Catherine Dabo 


SAVE THE DATE - EVENT FLYER WILL BE MAILED 




SACO’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 



SATURDAY, 

DECEMBER 12, 2015 
at the 

WATSONVILLE 
WOMEN’S CLUB 
12 Brennan Street 

4:00 PM social time with dinner to follow 
$25.00 per person 
entertainment by: 

Soquel High School 
Jazz Singers 


T 


Please call or email 
Maryann Bulich Schnitter 

to join the planning committee * we would love to have your help! 
Phone: (408) 828-5206 
schnitter@sbcglobal.net 
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Annual July BBQ 

was held on Sunday, July 12, 2015 at the Corralitos Padres Hall. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped to make this year’s event such a success 


Co-Chairs ; Judy Hager & Maryann Bulich Schnitter 


Donors: 

Dobler Family 

Steven Dobler/Kelly Foundation/Ed Kelly 

Berry Chill/Ed Kelly 

Jolene Vukosovich 

Linda Pavlovich 

Yvonne Hager 

Crop Productions, Inc. 

Donna Mekis 
Kathy Mekis Miller 
Tom Ninkovich 
Judy Hager 
The Bulich Family 

Anthony Gooch/San Jose Earthquakes 
Members’ Desserts & Raffle Prizes Co-Chairs: 
Maryann Bulich Schnitter and Judy Hager 
Committee: 

Stephanie Bulich 
Annamarie Pavlovich Dugger 
Linda Pavlovich 
Jolene Vukosovich 
Susan Radin Gallagher 
BBQ Consultant: 

Peter Kovacich 

Hosts of Tomislav Vlahutin: 

Eric & Teresa Del Piero 
Barbecue Staff: 

John Kusanovich 
Mike Scurich 
Antone “Tony” Scurich 
Antone “Tony” Bulich, Jr. 

Stephen Millich 
Christopher Hager 
Kitchen Staff: 

Stephanie Bulich 
Linda Pavlovich 
Annamarie Pavlovich Dugger 
Stephanie Schnitter 
Security: 

Bob Leonard ich 
Manny Solano 

Parking: Corralitos Community Church 





Greeters: 

Susan Radin Gallagher 
Linda Wathen Espcjo 
Bar Staff: 

John Vodanovich 
John Alaga 
Jolene Vukosovich 
Kaycc Pavlovich 
Brad Nicholson 
Bud Mann 
Kathy Mann 
I vo Basor 
Sharon Alaga 
Sylvia Kusanovich 
Charlie Banovae 
Audio System: 

Mark Hager 
Children’s Activities: 

Yvonne Hager 
Raffle: 

Suke Pavlovich 
Betty Bobeda 
Charlie Ukestad 
Tim & Jane Parks McKay 
Christina Justus 
Valerie Justus Rusconi 
Publicity: 

Nikole Simmons 
Marc Del Piero 

Student Ambassador Program: 
Russ Jeffries & Marc Del Piero 
New SACO Pin Sales: 

Nikole & GeriAnne Simmons 
Set-U p/ Clean-Up: 

Sharon Alaga 
Donna Mekis 
Alex Solano 

Tom & GeriAnne Simmons 
Brad Nicholson 
Greg Pavlovich 
David Schnitter 
Rich Hager 
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Photos 

Courtesy 

of: 

Nikole 

Simmons 
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and, thank you to all of our members and guests who were kind enough to bring raffle prizes and/or desserts to share! 
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Announcing SACO's New 

STUDENT AMBASSADOR AND EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

On September 15, 2015, your SACO Board accepted and established a 
new Student Ambassador and Exchange Committee. This action will move 
SACO forward in advancing increased participation of families, and most impor¬ 
tantly, young people, in the organization. As announced at the July BBQ, the new 
Student Ambassador and Exchange Committee is created to “foster, promote, 
and implement an ongoing exchange program to allow students and representa¬ 
tives from Central California, students related to SACO members and students 
and representatives from the Republics which comprise the former Yugoslavia, to 
participate in educational, language and cultural exchange programs between our 
respective countries. 

The new committee chair is Eric Del Piero, MD, who himself, was a 
foreign exchange student while attending Watsonville High School. Maryann 
Bulich Schnitter is the committee vice-chair and Judy Hagar is the financial 
officer. Other committee members include former Salinas Mayor, Russ Jeffries 
and former Monterey County Supervisor, Marc Del Piero. Four thousand dollars 
have already been committed, including generous contributions by Steve Millich 
of Monterey and Barbara Borcovich Jeffries of Salinas. All contributions to the 
Exchange Committee fund are completely tax deductible thanks to die SACO 
501 (c)3 nonprofit designation. A separate account has been established to secure 
donations. 

Your SACO Board and die SAEC members are committed to increasing 
membership in our wonderful organization and to preserving our Slavic heritage. 
Having our children and grandchildren participate in SACO and the Exchange 
Program assures that our activities remain exciting and relevant in the 21st 
century. If any SACO members are interested in participating on the committee 
or wish to donate to the Exchange Program Fund, please contact Maryann Bulich 
Schnitter at schnitter@sbcglobal.ncr . This Fund and Exchange Program would 
also be a wonderful, long lasting legacy diat can be an integral part of your estate 
planning. The Student Exchange Committee anticipates the first student 
exchanges will take place in 2018, but may occur sooner if our fundraising goes 
well. 
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Travels wft/i£ucf 

This is one in a series of travel articles written by Luci Basor, a Watsonville native, 
local educator and world traveler. Luci and her family are founding members of 
SACO and has written of her recent travels to her families homeland. 

Hello all! 
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Another summer came and passed, but was well spent in beautiful CROATIA! My annual summer trip to the Pearl of 
the Adriatic came with numerous new experiences, some of which I never would have thought I would do. It was definitely an 
adventurous summer! My cousin works at a school in Cavtat and one of the teachers she works with owns an aquatics recrea¬ 
tion center on the beach near the hotel Epidaurus. Over and over she would tell me how much she wanted to go parasailing 
and scuba diving and how this one teacher invited her, but none of her friends wanted to go. Parasailing, sure, why not. Scuba 
diving..,.I was a little skeptical about that. Now, I LOVE the beach, especially in Croatia, I mean, who 
doesn't? But these two activities seemed a little more than just soaking up the sun with ice cream and a 
nice cold beer in hand. Nevertheless, my adventurous side came out and the first step was to conquer 
parasailing! My cousin Jelena and I showed up to the aquatics center, got strapped into the harnesses and 

C p were lifted hundreds of feet into the air! It was such an amazing and freeing experience! 

The next thing that was left was scuba diving, which again, is not really my cup of tea. So, one 
x day Jelena and l were enjoying our cup of coffee by the beach and the teacher, who they call Bobo, 

drove by on his scooter and basically talked us into coming the next day. At first we were all excited and 
couldn’t wait to do it. Reality sunk in the next day as we showed up and wondered what the heck we were doing. All we could 
think of was stuff that could go wrong. What if our masks and oxygen tanks fail us under water, what if my ears wont pop, 
what about all that pressure under water?! The team at the center reassured us everything was going to be just fine, which ac¬ 
tually did not make us feel any more relieved about it. On went the wet suit, booties, flippers, mask, and finally the oxygen 
lank. My goodness was that thing heavy. As Jelena and I sat on the edge of the boat, near the small 
island Mrkan, off of the shore of Cavtat, there was no going back. With one big jump into the water, 
it was sink or swim, literally. Good thing we both know how to swim and luckily the inflatable 
jackets saved us from sinking, so I guess we were very' well protected. Slowly we made our way 
over to the edges of the island and started our descent under water (with the instruction of a licensed 
scuba diver). Apparently our initial maximum depth we were going to go was about 5 meters, little 
did we know, we actually went about 10! It was unbelievable. Everyone who has been to Croatia or 
at least seen the pictures of it, knows how beautiful and blue the sea is. It’s even more beautiful 

under water. We saw so many sea creatures and even one type that is very rare! It was our luck}' day. As we made our way up 
to the surface, without knowing it, 45 minutes had gone by! That meant that we were UNDER WATER 
for 45 minutes! Wow. Never in my almost 25 years of life would 1 have thought that I would have scuba 
dived or parasailed, but spontaneity at its best changed that! 

In addition to these rather out of the box activities (for me at least), majority of my time in Croa¬ 
tia is spent at the beach, relaxing, enjoying some very good coffee, ice cream and occasionally a nice cold 
beer, and of course being with friends and family. We all know Croatians like to have a good time; it’s 
something we are very good at! 

The beauty^ of Croatia continues to blow my mind each and every time l go. Croatia never disap¬ 
points. From the top of the mountain Srd , overlooking Dubrovnik, Gruz, Lapad and Cavtat, to the 
underwater depths of the Adriatic Sea, the beauty of such a small country continues to surprise me and those who are lucky 
enough to visit. 




Until next time! 
Luci Basor 
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SACO 


Guest Contributor : 

Mr. Tom Ninkovich 


Dear SACO members: 


Niko Kapetanic, the genealogist who has written so many books on die surnames and genealogy of Konavle, 
has recently come out with another book, this time on the emigrants who left Konavle over the years (1815- 
1941). Over 4200 people are listed, along with photos of many of them. It is written in Croatian with a 
Summary in English. 


The descriptions of the emigrants contains only the bare minimum (name, date of birth, father’s name, 
mother’s name, village of birth, marriage date for women, date of death, place of death, year of emigration, 
destination, husband’s name for women, etc.). Most people of Konavlian descent in the Watsonville area 
already have this information. But the main interest in this book is the 355 photos and 43 images of fruit 
and vegetable labels. Of the photos, 213 were collected by me over the past 16 years, both here and in Croa¬ 
tia. Of these 213 photos, over 160 are of the Konavlian families of Watsonville. And all of these are credited 
to the original owners. So if I scanned your photos and one or more of them are in this book, your name 
will be under your photos. 


The book is 376 pages of photo-quality paper. The cost is $35 per book, plus $20 for shipping from Croatia 
to here (that’s the exact cost of shipping; nothing added). It can be purchased by sending $55 in U.S. cur¬ 
rency (personal checks are okay) to Niko Kapetanic, Starcevica 5, Kupari, 20207, Mlini, Croatia. The title of 
the book is “Od Carigrada do El Dorada". 


1 am now working on a book that will be a compilation of all local newspaper articles on Slavs and Slav busi¬ 
nesses covering the years 1920-1929. In the back will be hundreds of photos of Watsonville Slav families. If 
I have scanned your photos, your family will be represented in the book. If 1 have not, and you would like 
for your family to be represented, please contact me soon. 

Tom Ninkovich 
Slavic History Project 
311 Main St., #750 
Watsonville, California 
tom@croatia-in-english.com 
831/247-4456 


Editors Note; 

We welcome guest contributors that would like to promote the culture of our Slavic community. Please 
contact Editor GeriAnne SolanoSimmons at tomandeerianne@aol. com with possibly submissions. 
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All members, in good standing, are invited to attend the Annual General Membership Meeting. Agenda items 
will include the presentation of die proposed revised Bylaws, a budget for the 2016 year, as well as holding Elections of 
Officers. The meeting will be called to order at 1:00 PM on Saturday, February 13, 2016 at the Watsonville Women’s 
Clubhouse. Light refreshments will be served. 

The following offices will be open for nominations and election for two year terms: President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer/Financial Secretary, Secretary and Parliamentarian. 

Noted below is Article VII “Elections” of the SACO Bylaws and published for your reference and information: 

ARTICLE VII 
ELECTIONS 

Section 1 : Nominations: A Nominating Committee of not less than three (3) members may be appointed by the President, 
approved by the Executive Board, and announced to the membership after the board meeting immediately prior to the annual 
meeting. At the annual meeting this Committee shall make its report in writing, presenting one or more nominees for each office, 
after which nominations shall be declared open for nominations from the floor. 

Section 2: Elections Committee: An Elections Committee of not less than three (3) members shall be appointed by the President 
and approved by the Executive Board, and announced to the membership, prior to the annual meeting. This committee shall help 
the recording Secretary provide election materials and shall act as tellers for the election. 

Section 3: Elections: A majority of all votes cast shail be necessary for election, in the event that any ballots cast do not show a 
majority for any nominee, there shall be further balloting with the nominee having the lowest vote dropped from the second and 
succeeding ballots until a nominee shall have received a majority of all the votes cast. Where there is only one candidate for an 
office, balloting may be by voice vote. 

Section 4: Voting shall be by secret ballot. 

Section 5: Absentee ballots will be provided as needed. 

If you would like to nominate yourself or another for an open office, please complete the following form and mail 
to SACO, P.O. Box 226, Watsonville, CA 95077 no later than December 1, 2015 . The names submitted will be 
checked for membership status and then published for voting. Formal ballots (including absentee ballots) will be mailed 
out to members prior to the annual meeting. 


SACO Nomination of Officers at General Meeting on February 13, 2016 

2 Year Terms: 2016-2018 

(please print legibly) 

I would like to nominate : 

President:_ 

Vice-President:_ 

Treasurer/Financial Secretary:_ 

Secretary:_ 

Parliamentarian:_ 

Name of Person Nominating_Date:_ 

Phone:_Email:_ 


i 
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All contributions arc tux 
deductible with the meaning of 
Section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code 
Federal Tax I.D.#94-2885274 


Slavic American Culutral 
Organization 

P.O. BOX 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

A Non-Profit, Non-Religious & 
Non-Political Organization 
Established in 1979 


MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS 
members and the public are welcome! 

The SACO Board of Directors currently meets the 3rd Tuesday I 
of every month at the Driscoll Strawberry Assoc, office located 
on Westridge Drive, Building #300, Watsonville, CA from 
7:00-9:00 PM, We hope to see you there! 


SACO Board of Directors 

2014-2016 

President: Christina Justus 
christinfljustMS@outlooJc.com; (831)566-2592 
Vice-President: Valerie Justus-Rusconi 
va lerie_ ka lyan i @ya hoo. co m 
Secretary: Linda Wathen Espejo 
)Immi7Tor@sbcglobaLnet 
Treasurer: Susan Radin Gallagher 
suzgalla@aoLcom 

Publicity Director . Nikole Simmons 
niJcolefls immons@£TnfliLcom 
Parliamentarian: GeriAnne SolanoSimmons 
******* 

Kalifornski Editors: 

GeriAnne Solano Simmons 
lomflnd£erianne@aoLcom; (831)724-1967 or 
Patricia Gospodnetich Solano 
scarletpen@aol.com 



Search for us at; 
Slavic American Cultural 
Organization 
on Facebook! 


SACO’s (formerly “YACO”) HISTORY 

Patricia Gospodnetich Solano has been kind enough to share the former 
YACO’s 10 th Anniversary Commemorative Book with us. We will publish 
excerpts from the book in future issues. Enjoy! 


YA.CO OFFICERS — 1979 to 1989 


NOIWODTHY DATES 


February, 197S to May, 1980 

President - Pel (Gospondnotieh) Solano 
Vico President-John Ba&or 
Communications Secretary - Novonkr, Novocl: 
Re car dins: secretary —Janico Bulaich 
Treasurer - Ron Ball 

May, 1880 to April, 1981 

President—Andy Gulermovich 

Vice President—NevcnlcA Novcich 

Secretary - Bruce Arthur 

Financial Secretary - Dorothy (Radov) Bohn 

TVeasurer — Ron Hill 

Publicity Director — Roll Hill 

May, 1981 to April, 1982 

President - Andy Gulermovich 

Vice President - Bubo (Brautovich) Hill 

Secretary — Bruce Arthur 

Financial Secretary — Pat Gulermovich 

Treasurer — Ron Ball 

Publicity Director - Pat (Gospodnetich) Solano 

May, 1982 to April, 1983 

President - Babe (Brantovich) Hill 

Vice President— Jerry Gospodnetich 

Secretary — Pat Solano 

Financial Secretary - Carole Gospodnetich 

Treasurer - Ron Hill 

Publicity Director — Emmo Colendich 

May, 1983 to December, 1984 

President - Nick Casta]an 
Vice President — Emiue Colendich 
Secretary — Mary (Vuckovich) Bronner 
Financial Secretary — Fran Colendich 
Treasurer - Gori (Derpich) Heebner 
Publicity Director — Molly Resetar & 

Joyce Knsanovich 



YACO 
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February 22,1979 
YACO organized 

July 1,1979 

First i£sue of THE KALIFORNSKI published. 

May 4,1980 
First election of officers. 

June 8,1980 

First YACO scholarships awarded. 

July 4,1980 
First YACO July picnic. 

August 12,1980 
YACO formally incorporated. 

November 6,1983 
By-laws change to have officers 
serve calendar years instead of May to May. 

i 

January 1,1987 
By-laws change to have member's 
dues payable January 1 of each year. 

I 

November 1,1987 
By-laws change to grant 
Honorary Life Membership 
to members who are over the age of 80 
and have been members for the preceding 5 years. 
These members are excused from paying dues. 




























